Write up of State Innovation Award (SIA) scheme, DST, GoWB

Since 1993, the State Council of Science & Technology with the financial assistance of the Department of Science & Technology has been organising the Meghnad Puraskar to voluntary organisation for best activity in Science Popularisation, Satyendra Puraskar for best Popular science writer in Bengali for boys & girls and Gopal Chandra Bhattacharya Smriti Puraskar to an individual for notable contribution in the field of Science Popularisation. 

Now apart from the formal Science, Technology and design experts, the grassroot innovators in the un-organised sectors and un-aided, such as farmers, fishermen, artisans, weavers, workshop mechanics, entrepreneurs in the small & cottage industries deserve acknowledgement and reward.

The National Innovation Foundation (NIF), constituted by the Department of Science & Technology, Govt. of India aims to give recognition and reward to the grassroot technological innovators and traditional knowledge practices developed by various individuals and communities in the un-organised sectors and to welcome creative ideas. It is observed that a good number of innovative entries are being drawn from West Bengal for the National level campaign organised by NIF, but many are unable to reach the National level, although they may have the potential for promotion in the State level for its location specific socio-economic improvement in the rural and urban areas.

Under such circumstances, the Department of Science & Technology, Govt. of West Bengal is contemplating to introduce a State level award, which may be termed as “State Innovation Award (SIA)”, with the objective to recognise, honour and reward the grassroot technological innovators and outstanding traditional knowledge experts with creative ideas within the State of West Bengal and to draw the attention of the society to the technological creativeness of the grassroot level workers, traditional knowledge experts, which may prove useful and beneficial to the lives of the people and may solve local problem.

The  “State Innovation Award (SIA)” comprised Cash Prize and a Certificate as follows. 
a) For grassroots new technological innovations:

First prize for best Innovation Technology

:
Rs.21,000/- and certificate

Second Prize





:
Rs. 11,000/- and certificate

Third Prize





:
Rs. 5,000/- and certificate

b) For an outstanding scout



:
Rs 5,000/- and certificate

The Awards will be started from financial year 2005 - 06 and will be given in each financial year depending upon the participation. The Awards shall be handed over during the Science Congress on 28th February every year. 
The entries for award may come through advertisement and local campaigning. An Expert Committee shall be set up for rigorous screening of the entries, application materials, documentation of the same and verification of the claims of the applicants, thereby selecting the individual or group for award.

The last date of First State Innovation Award (SIA) is 30th September, 2006.

